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he Hortus has several venues,  
each with its own atmosphere, 
appearance and story. In short:  
we have everything to offer to help 
you realise a successful event. 

Think of our listed 18-century Oranjerie  
with its atmospheric terrace, which is great  
for weddings, receptions and conferences. 
Holding a meeting with a view of our palm 
trees in the Garden Room, or hosting drinks 
in the beautiful Hortus Café are just two  
of the options available. It is also possible  
to arrive by open boat at the Old Obser-
vatory’s jetty and walk through the Hortus 
with your guests. Don’t forget to book a 
guided tour as well, for an unforgettable day 
among historic plants and trees. We will be 
pleased help you turn your wishes into a 
unique programme, and our catering staff 
will take perfect care of the culinary side  
of things for you. Your event will directly 
support the Hortus’ conservation.

Note: Venue hire and package prices are 
exclusive of vat (9% and 21%). Guided tour 
and workshop prices are inclusive of vat.
 
Want to know more? You are welcome 
to come to the Hortus to discuss the possi-
bilities with us in person, so that we can 
draw up a tailor-made, non-binding offer for 
you. Please call or e-mail us if you would 
like more information or if you wish to make 
an appointment. We look forward to hearing 
from you.

Are you looking for an exceptional venue for your event? At the heart of Leiden, hidden behind the 
Leiden University’s Academy Building, you will find the oldest botanic garden of the Netherlands. 
Surrounded by flowers, age-old trees, tropical greenhouses and water, this is a wonderful place  
for all kinds of events. Whether you’re looking to organise a celebratory event like a wedding  
or anniversary, a reception, or a work-related meeting, like a lecture, conference or business dinner – 
the Hortus botanicus Leiden offers all these options in stunning surroundings. 

Your event

t 071 527 52 29
www.hortusleiden.nl/en/venue-hire
hortus@hortus.leidenuniv.nl

T

Hortus
at the
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History
The Hortus botanicus Leiden is the oldest 
botanic garden not just of the Netherlands 
but of the whole of Western Europe. It was 
created in 1590 and expanded in subse-
quent centuries to become the green heart 
of the city of Leiden. Here, Carolus Clusius 
cultivated Europe’s first extensive tulip 
collections, and Philipp Franz von Siebold 
introduced some 700 then unknown plant 
species from Japan and China. Visitors can 
come to the garden to relax and be inspired, 
and researchers and botanists from all over 
the world spend time here to study our 
renowned collection.

Guided tours
For your event you can also book guided 
tours in Dutch or in English. Plus, leaflets 
with self-guided walks are available for 
guests who wish to explore the garden at 
their leisure. Your guests will receive a day 
pass for the Hortus and can visit the Hortus 
all day long.

Our shop
The shop offers a carefully selected range  
of teas, plants, seeds, books and garden- 
related products. 

If you would like to take some Hortus 
flavours home with you, you can buy 
our own unique products, like the 
specially selected Hortus tea, Pinkyrose 
syrups and Leidsch Pronck brewery’s 
Hortus beer.

Social contribution
By organising your gathering at the 
Hortus botanicus Leiden, you will 
directly support the Hortus’ conser-
vation. The fee you pay for the use of 
the venue will be spent on maintenance 
and improvement of the gardens.

Delicious & sustainable 
The menu of our Grand Café and our 
Oranjerie is characterised by seasonal 
Dutch produce and healthy dishes.  
Of course, our chef makes use of herbs 
and spices that grow in the gardens and 
greenhouses of the Hortus botanicus 
Leiden.

Inclusive of vat 
Venue hire and package prices are 
exclusive of vat (9% and 21%). Guided 
tour and workshop prices are inclusive 
of vat.

Good to know
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The Hortus has a number of different venues which  
are suitable for both smaller and bigger groups.  
Think of our Oranjerie, the Garden Room, the  
Grand Café and the Winter Garden. 

You can plan your event according to your own 
wishes. A guided tour of the garden, high tea, drinks  
or dinner after regular opening hours – these things 
are all possible. If you book the Hortus for after  
regular opening hours, you will have the garden  
all to yourselves.

Our venues
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Capacity
50-80 people

Packages
Reception

Capacity
50-100 people

Packages
Lunch

High tea
Reception

Dinner

Capacity
20-50 people

Packages
Work meeting

Lunch
High tea

Reception
Dinner

Facilities
PC

lcd screen
Flip chart 

Capacity
40-200 people

Packages
Work meeting

Conference
Lunch

Reception
Dinner
Party

Facilities
PC

Video projector  
and screen

Sound system  
with microphones

Grand Café Winter Garden Garden Room Oranjerie

Capacity per venue and configuration

 Theatre School U-shape Dinner Reception Cabaret 

Grand Café
(fixed configuration)
+ terrace after 6 p.m.

- - - 50 80 -

Winter Garden 
after 6 p.m. 

40 - - 50 100 -

Garden Room 40 30 24 32 50 24

Entire Oranjerie 160 200 -

- Left wing 100 60 40 80 100 56

- Right wing 100 60 40 80 100 56

- Terrace - - - - 100
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The Hortus’ Grand Café is a stylish venue that  
is excellent for receptions and dinners. In the light 
and airy conservatory, you can enjoy the garden 
even when it’s cold outside. On good summer days 
you can host a dinner or reception on our private 
terrace. During the winter months, the Grand Café  
is available for events from 5 p.m., and in summer  
it can be hired from 7 p.m. 

Explanation on package prices
• The package prices for the Grand Café are based on groups of at least 

25 people. They include staff and material costs and are based on the current 
layout and set-up. Furniture hire is not included.

• For the Grand Café, the minimum food & drink spend is € 750.00.

Venue

€ 275.00 
Price for three hours in winter  
(1 November to 31 March inclusive) 

€ 367.00
Price for three hours in summer  
(1 April to 31 October inclusive)
 

Grand Café
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Grand Café packages

Reception

Reception, 1.5 hours  
from € 20.00 per person 

• Selection of drinks, such as white and  
red house wine, beers (with or without 
alcohol), various soft drinks, orange  
juice and water

• Table bites
• Cold snacks, two per person
• Warm snacks, one per person

Dinner with service 

Sit-down or walking dinner, 2.5 hours 
from € 65.00 per person

• Selection of drinks, such as white and  
red house wine, beers (with or without 
alcohol), various soft drinks, orange  
juice and water

• Seasonal menu (three courses)
• Coffee and tea with sweets

Shared dinner  

Buffet / shared dinner, 2.5 hours 
from € 55.00 per person

• Selection of drinks, such as white and  
red house wine, beers (with or without 
alcohol), various soft drinks, orange  
juice and water

• Seasonal dinner buffet with desserts 
• Coffee and tea with sweets
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Venue

€ 395.00 
Evening from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.

The Winter Garden is a spacious greenhouse 
offering a pleasant temperature, a lush green 
environment and spectacular views of the Hortus. 
The Winter Garden not only houses a special 
collection of carnivorous plants, but can also be 
turned into an atmospheric venue for a reception  
or dinner after regular opening hours. 

Explanation on package prices
• The package prices for the Winter Garden are based on groups of at least 

25 people. They include staff and material costs and are based on the current 
layout and set-up. Furniture hire is not included.

• For the Winter Garden, the minimum food & drink spend is € 1,000.

Winter Garden
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Reception

Reception, 1.5 hours 
from € 25.00 per person

• Selection of drinks, such as white and  
red house wine, beers (with or without 
alcohol), various soft drinks, orange  
juice and water

• Table bites
• Cold snacks, two per person
• Warm snacks, one per person

Dinner with service 

Sit-down or walking dinner, 2.5 hours 
from € 70.00 per person

• Selection of drinks, such as white and  
red house wine, beers (with or without 
alcohol), various soft drinks, orange  
juice and water

• Seasonal menu (three courses)
• Coffee and tea with sweets

Shared dinner  

Buffet / shared dinner, 2.5 hours  
from € 60.00 per person

• Selection of drinks, such as white and  
red house wine, beers (with or without 
alcohol), various soft drinks, orange  
juice and water

• Seasonal dinner buffet with desserts 
• Coffee and tea with sweets

Winter Garden packages
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The Garden Room is situated within the Winter 
Garden and offers amazing views of the Cycas Terrace 
and the Winter Garden, which in winter is filled with 
potted plants. It is ideal for business gatherings or  
for groups looking for a private space for lunch, high 
tea, a reception or dinner. The Garden Room can  
be used all year round. 

Audiovisual equipment
• pc (with usb port, cd/dvd player and lcd screen)
• Flip chart (excluding writing materials)
• You will not need to plug in your own laptop: presentations  

can be transferred via e-mail or a usb drive.
• Additional equipment and/or technical services can be  

hired separately. 

Explanation on package prices
• The package prices for the Garden Room are based on groups  

of at least 15 people. They include staff and material costs and are based  
on the current layout and set-up. Furniture hire is not included.

• Will you have fewer guests for your meeting? This is possible as well,  
of course! Please do bear in mind that the price per person will  
be slightly higher in this case. 

Venue

€ 275.00 
Half day from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. /  
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.

€ 505.00
Full day from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
 

€ 367.00 
Evening from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Garden Room 
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Garden Room packages

Half-day work meeting 

Half-day package excluding 
lunch, 4 hours, from € 12.50  
per person

• Welcome with coffee, tea and 
water, plus a range of cookies

• Break with coffee, tea and 
water, plus sweets 

Work meeting and lunch 

Half-day package including 
lunch, 4 hours, from € 27.50  
per person

• Welcome with coffee, tea and 
water, plus a range of cookies

• Break with coffee, tea and 
water, plus sweets 

• Informal lunch put together 
by the chef

All-day work meeting 

Day package, 8 hours from 
€ 32.50 per person

• Welcome with coffee, tea and 
water, plus a range of cookies

• Break with coffee, tea and 
water, plus sweets 

• Informal lunch put together 
by the chef

• Afternoon break with Schulp 
fruit juices and a power bar

Work meeting and drinks

Package for 1 hour  
from € 15.00 per person

• Selection of drinks, such as 
white and red house wine, 
beers (with or without 
alcohol), various soft drinks, 
orange juice and water

• Table bites
• Deep-fried bites, two  

per person

Lunch buffet 

Package for 2.5 hours  
from € 25.00 per person

• A variety of filled bread  
rolls and one warm item  
(soup or quiche)

• Coffee, tea, fruit juices  
and mineral waters

High tea 

Package for 2.5 hours  
from € 25.00 per person

• A variety of sweet and 
savoury snacks 

• Unlimited fresh tea varieties

Dinner with service

Sit-down or walking dinner, 
2.5 hours, from € 70.00  
per person

• Selection of drinks, such as 
white and red house wine, 
beers (with or without 
alcohol), various soft drinks, 
orange juice and water

• Seasonal menu (three 
courses)

• Coffee and tea with sweets

Shared dinner 

Buffet / shared dinner, 2.5 hours  
from € 60.00 per person

• Selection of drinks, such as 
white and red house wine, 
beers (with or without 
alcohol), various soft drinks, 
orange juice and water

• Seasonal dinner buffet  
with desserts 

• Coffee and tea with sweets
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Venue

€ 528.00 
Half day from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. /  
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.

€ 1,055.00
Full day from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. /  
Evening till late from 6 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

€ 803.00
Evening from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

€ 1,514.00
Full day plus evening till late  
from 2 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

The listed 18-century Oranjerie enjoys a beautiful 
canal-side location in the centre of Leiden. It is 
especially suitable for dinners, receptions, conferences 
and evening parties. The building is divided into  
large left and right wings with a reception hall in  
the middle. It is also possible to receive your guests 
on our terrace. The Oranjerie is available from  
April to the end of October.

Audiovisual equipment
• The Oranjerie has a pc (with usb port, cd/dvd player and video projector).
• There is a sound system including speakers and microphones (2 handheld  

microphones, 2 headsets).
• You will not need to plug in your own laptop: presentations  

can be transferred via e-mail or a usb drive.
• Additional equipment and/or technical services can be  

hired separately.

Explanation on package prices
• The package prices for the Oranjerie are based on groups  

of at least 25 people. They include staff and material costs and  
are based on the current layout and set-up. Furniture hire is not included.

• For the Oranjerie, the minimum food & drink spend is € 1,500.00.

Oranjerie
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Half-day conference

Conference excluding lunch, 
4 hours, from € 22.50 per person

• Welcome with coffee, tea and 
water, plus a selection of 
butter cookies

• Morning break with coffee, 
tea and water, plus sweets

Conference and lunch 

Conference including lunch, 
4 hours, from € 37.50 per person

• Welcome with coffee, tea  
and water, plus a selection  
of butter cookies

• Morning break with coffee, 
tea and water, plus sweets

• Lunch with filled bread rolls 
(fish/meat/vegetarian) and 
seasonal soup, plus coffee,  
tea and fruit juices

All-day conference

All-day conference, 8 hours  
from € 45.00 per person

• Welcome with coffee, tea  
and water, plus a selection  
of butter cookies

• Morning break with coffee, 
tea and water, plus sweets

• Lunch with filled bread rolls 
(fish/meat/vegetarian) and 
seasonal soup, plus coffee, 
tea, milk and orange juice 

• Afternoon break with Schulp 
fruit juices and a power bar 

Reception

Reception, 1.5 hours  
from € 25.00 per person 

• Selection of drinks, such as 
white and red house wine, 
beers (with or without 
alcohol), various soft drinks, 
orange juice and water

• Table bites
• Cold snacks, two per person
• Warm snacks, one per person

Oranjerie packages

Dinner with service

Sit-down or walking dinner, 
2.5 hours, from € 70.00  
per person

• Selection of drinks, such as 
white and red house wine, 
beers (with or without 
alcohol), various soft drinks, 
orange juice and water

• Seasonal menu (three courses)
• Coffee and tea  

with sweets

Shared dinner 

Buffet / shared dinner, 2.5 hours   
from € 60.00 per person

• Selection of drinks, such as 
white and red house wine, 
beers (with or without 
alcohol), various soft drinks, 
orange juice and water

• Seasonal dinner buffet  
with desserts 

• Coffee and tea  
with sweets

Food festival

Food festival, 2.5 hours  
from € 55.00 per person

• Selection of drinks, such as 
white and red house wine, 
beers (with or without 
alcohol), various soft drinks, 
orange juice and water

• Five food festival items, like  
a pizza slice, a cone of fries,  
a hamburger, etc.

• Coffee and tea 

Food serving points  
in the Oranjerie

Party 

Party package, 3 hours  
from € 32.50 per person

• Selection of drinks, such as 
white and red house wine, 
beers (with or without 
alcohol), various soft drinks, 
orange juice and water

• Warm snacks, two per person
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Guided tours
Guided tours around the Hortus botanicus 
Leiden add an extra dimension to your 
event. You can choose from a number  
of topics, like spices, medicinal plants,  
or pollinators. During the general tour you 
will find out more about the plant world,  
the Hortus’ crown jewels and the  
garden’s history. 

Duration Approx. 1 hour
Languages  Dutch, English, German  

or French 
Party size  Up to 15 people per  

tour guide

Venue hire includes entry costs.  
Pre-booking is required. 

Herbs & Spices workshop
During a walk around our atmospheric 
tropical greenhouses, you will discover  
the plants that some well-known smells 
and flavours originate from. You will be 
observing, smelling, tasting and feeling, 
and you will hear interesting stories about 
the herbs’ origins and culinary uses.  
A cup of tea or coffee is included.  

Duration Approx. 1.5 hours
Language  Dutch
Party size  From 10 to 20 people

Including entry, instruction and guidance, 
materials and coffee/tea. On request,  
you can add a luxury muffin to this tour,  
at an extra cost of € 2 per person. 
Pre-booking is required. 

Educational options
Prices

€ 90.00  
Guided tour during regular opening hours, 
price per group of up to 15 people

€ 130.00
Guided tour after regular opening hours, 
price per group of up to 15 people 

€ 23.50
Workshop, price per person

*      Note: Guided tour and workshop prices 
are inclusive of vat.

The Hortus botanicus Leiden offers the option  
of adding guided tours or workshops to your 
programme. This way your guests will have  
a chance to explore the Netherlands’ oldest  
botanic garden.
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The Hortus’ kitchen is eager to fulfil your culinary 
requirements with pure, surprising and modern 
ingredients. Our focus is on creativity and 
sustainability. The dishes are prepared using herbs 
and spices from the Hortus wherever possible.  
We will be happy to talk to you about the possibilities 
and together come up with a fitting culinary offering 
for your event. Below you will find a selection  
of examples. 

Leidsch Pronck beers 
The drinks range can be extended with 
locally brewed beers, like the IPA, Hortus 
beer and Tripel from the Leidsch Pronck 
brewery.

Henri Bloem wines
Our delicious white, red and rosé house 
wines and our festive Cava are selected  
by our preferred supplier Henri Bloem.  
Do you prefer to have other wines?  
We will be happy to suggest accompanying 
wines for our proposed menu. 

Drinks & bites

Cold bites 
• Vegetarian mini poké bowl
• King prawn with vanilla from the garden 

and a salad of haricots verts and red  
chili pepper

• Skewer of chicken thigh marinated  
in tamarind with deep-fried ginger

• Mousse of fried spinach, nutmeg,  
hazelnuts and an edible violet

Warm bites 
• Mini quiche with pumpkin, courgette,  

mint and Ras el Hanout spices
• Meatballs with teriyaki sauce and toasted 

sesame seeds
• Thai king prawn skewer with curry  

powder and coriander
• Chorizo pinchitos
 
Vegetarian cold bites
• Sweet potato dip with cashew nuts  

and mini celery sticks
• Blini with goat’s cheese, red onion  

marmalade and walnut
• Tortilla wrap with ‘boerenkool’ cabbage, 

Muhammara, cucumber and radish cress
• Mini tramezzini sandwich roll with cream 

cheese, pesto and tomato

The Hortus kitchen

Coffee & tea 
Upon your guests’ arrival, during your 
reception, or after dinner, we will serve 
guests a cup of coffee or (herbal) tea.  
We use Puro Fairtrade coffee, which is 
entirely grown, harvested and processed 
according to the fair trade guidelines  
of the Max Havelaar Foundation.

Coffee treats 
Our coffee treats include profiteroles with 
caramel and sea salt, mini muffins, mini 
eclairs and mini macarons.
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Buffet or Shared dinner

Cold dishes
• Salmon tataki, marinated in sweet soy 

sauce and sesame seeds, served with 
vegetable spaghetti, miso mayonnaise  
and sweet & sour ‘Red Meat’ radish

• Salad of chicken and peanuts, cucumber, 
red chili pepper, spring onions, coriander 
and fried onions

• Salad of roasted chickpeas, grilled  
aubergine, mint, pomegranate, hazelnuts 
and yoghurt

Bread and butter
• Various types of millstoned bread
• Spring butter and saffron aioli

Warm dishes
• Grain-fed beef brisket with our own rub, 

slow-roasted and served with Chimichurri
• Cod with a cream of white beans and 

flageolets, orange, radish and vanilla oil
• Roasted cauliflower, cooked in beurre 

noisette with a bechamel sauce made  
with Parmezan cheese, watercress and 
pine nuts

• Roasted heritage carrots with black 
pepper and sea salt

• Boiled baby potatoes with spring butter, 
flat-leaf parsley and chives

Salads
• Watermelon salad with tomato and  

feta cheese
• Green salad with a selection of dressings 

and topics

Desserts
• Lemon posset with rhubarb compote  

and crumble made of toasted almonds 
and Amaretti biscuits

• Marinated red fruit with Baobab  
strained yoghurt, crispy yoghurt and 
Atsina Cress
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Three-course menu 

Starters
• Tartare of salmon and crayfish with 

saffron prawn crackers, crème fraiche, 
herring caviar and edible rose petals

• Steak tartare with Middle-East flavours 
and a mayonnaise made with garlic chives

• Carpaccio with truffle mayonnaise, rocket, 
toasted hazelnuts and grated Parmezan

• Cream of asparagus soup with crispy 
caraway rings

• Terrine of ‘forgotten vegetables’ (no 
waste!) with herbs and flowers from  
the garden, a parsnip cream, beech  
mushrooms and a citrus dressing

• Bulgur salad served in a flower pot with 
feta cheese, sun-dried tomatoes, olives 
and green herbs from the garden

Mains
• Grilled Norwegian salmon with blackened 

leaks, vine tomatoes, potato mousseline 
and a rocket cress coulis

• Duo of fillet & rack of lamb with parsnip 
and fennel, oven-baked with roasted red 
onion and lamb jus made with red wine 
and cardamom

• Pan-fried beef tournedos with veal jus 
made with red wine, accompanied by 
summer vegetables, roasted asparagus 
and potato cake

• Roasted cauliflower, cooked in beurre 
noisette with a bechamel sauce made  
with Parmezan cheese, watercress,  
pomegranate and pine nuts

• Risotto of pulses with grilled king trumpet 
mushrooms, oyster mushrooms, vine  
tomatoes, roasted green asparagus, 
sweet red pepper gel and beetroot crisps

Desserts
• Marinated strawberries in a light syrup  

of Agastache with vanilla cream, toasted 
pistachios and frozen yoghurt

• Edible flower pot with pear compote, 
white chocolate mousse, ‘Bastogne’ 
speculoos crumble and edible flowers

• Pineapple carpaccio with rolls of mango, 
raspberry, strawberry and blackberry 
served with lemon curd and strained 
vanilla yoghurt
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Food festival 

Sandwiches
• Sandwich with pulled chicken and  

home-made barbecue sauce
• Pitta bread with smoked mackerel salad 
• Hortus burger on a bun with herb 

mayonnaise

Warm items 
• Pizza slices served from pizza boxes 
• Pasta with salmon and a cream sauce
• Pasta with chicken, pesto and rocket
• Fries with or without a king prawn 
• Spicy potato wedges with lime 

mayonnaise
• Noodle tub with Thai curry 
• Vegetarian tacos with stir-fried  

vegetables, cheese and spicy salsa

Barbecue

Bread and dips 
• Bread from our local supplier Ús Bertus 

served with tapenade, saffron aioli  
and herb butter

Salads
• Fennel and pumpkin salad
• Mixed green salad with a crisp dressing
• Pasta salad with olives, sun-dried  

tomatoes and rocket

Warm items 
• Satay of chicken thigh with peanut sauce
• Hortus burger on a bun with herb 

mayonnaise
• Skewer with marinated king prawns
• Jacket potato with crème fraiche  

and chives
• Grilled corn on the cob
• Vegetable skewer with Harissa yoghurt

Vegetarian alternatives / additions
• Skewer with NoChicken chunks from  

The Vegetarian Butcher
• Bean burger with tomato salsa

Desserts
• Marinated pineapple with coconut cream
• Red fruit with dark chocolate mousse 



Hortus botanicus Leiden 

Rapenburg 73
2311 gj Leiden, the Netherlands
t 071 527 52 29
www.hortusleiden.nl/en/venue-hire
hortus@hortus.leidenuniv.nl

Are you interested in the possibilities we can 
offer? Would you like to know more about our 
culinary options? Do you still have questions 
after reading this brochure? Then please  
do contact us!

We hope to see you soon at the Hortus 
botanicus Leiden, the Netherlands’ oldest 
botanic garden.

  Price level of June 2020. Subject to changes. The Hortus botanicus 
Leiden is a no-smoking garden.


